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A Prayer to start the New Year 

Early British Methodists began a tradition of holding a 
covenant renewal service early each year.  During this 
service, people were invited to renew their covenant 
with God and reaffirm their commitment to follow Christ.    
One of the prayers used in that service has come to be 
known as the Wesley Covenant Prayer.   
 
What would happen if you made this prayer your pray-
er?  How would your life change if you spent every day 
this month renewing and reaffirming your relationship 
with God?  There’s only one way to find out!  In order to 
help you do just that, we’ve included two versions of 
that prayer here.  One is the traditional version.  The 
other features contemporary language.   Use whichever 
you prefer or write your own version. 
 

Tradtional Covenant Prayer 
I am no longer my own, but thine.  Put me to what thou 
wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.  Put me to doing, put 
me to suffering.  Let me be employed for thee or laid 
aside for thee, exalted for thee or brought low for thee.  
Let me be full, let me be empty.  Let me have all things, 
let me have nothing.  I freely and heartily yield all things 
to thy pleasure and disposal.  And now, o glorious and 
blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, thou art 
mine, and I am thine.  And the covenant which I have 
made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.  Amen. 

 
Updated Covenant Prayer 

I am no longer my own. I am yours.  Use me however 
you wish.  Place me with whomever you want.  Put me 
to service.   Bring me an incredible challenge.  Put me 
in action.  Keep me on the bench.  I will be applauded 
or humbled for you.  Fill me up! Drain me dry.  I will be 
rich beyond my dreams or I will be completely destitute.  
I serve whole-hardly at your pleasure and freely give 
you everything I have.  And now -- now , my magnifi-
cent creator, you are mine and I am yours.  Let it be!  
Now let this contract that I make here on earth, be en-
dorsed in heaven.  Amen. 
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KNOCK THOSE PINS DOWN!  Join the Fun and Fellow-

ship Committee at Ney’s Bowling Cen-
ter on Saturday, January 14, from 1:00 
to 3:00 PM.  Cost is $10.00 per team 
with up to six (6) people on a team.  A 
sign up list will be in the vestibule.  
There will also be a bake sale at the 

event.  Anyone wishing to donate items for the bake sale, 
please drop items off at the bowling alley by 1:00 PM, or 
see a Committee member with ay questions.  All money 
from the bake sale will be donated to Trinity Tots Pre-
school. 
 
 

January 1st- New Years Day Worship and 
Meal 

We know you were up late, but start your New 
Year off in Godôs presence.  We will have a com-
bined service at 10:30 AM followed by a meal of 

pork and sauerkraut to kick of 2012.   



LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ōŜπ
ƭƻǿΥ 
 
¶ ¦ǎƘŜǊǎ ς aŜƭ ½ŜƛŘŜǊǎ 
¶ DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎ ς 5ŀǊƭŜƴŜ 5Ŝ[ŀƴŎŜȅ 
¶ /ǊƛōōŜǊȅκbǳǊǎŜǊȅτaŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ [ƻǿǊŜȅ  
    όпос-ннлоύ  
 
 
¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ƛǎ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлΦ  t[9!{9 I!±9 ![[ !w¢L/[9{Σ ¢I!bY 
¸h¦{Σ !bbh¦b/9a9b¢{Σ 9¢/Φ ¢h ¢I9 /I¦w/I hCπ
CL/9 .¸ ¢IL{ 5!¢9Φ  ¢I!bY ¸h¦Φ 
 
 
THE JANUARY MESSENGER IS SPONSORED BY  Al-
dersgate Church to the glory of God..  We are in need of 
sponsors for January through December 2012.  If you 
would like to sponsor the newsletter in honor of, or in 
memory of a loved one, or to celebrate a special event in 
your life, please contact the Church office at 436-6750. 
The cost is $30.00 and may be co-sponsored. 
 

 
 
 
 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY GOES OUT TO Betty 

Stimely and family on the death of her 
husband, Robert L. “Bob” Stimely, on 
Tuesday, November 29. 
 And to Betty Renno and fami-
ly on the death of her daughter-in-law, 

Donna Mae Renno on Tuesday, December 6, 2011 
 Please know you are in our thoughts and prayers 
during this difficult time. 
 
 
 
 
 
God refuses to give up on us. When we lose hope, when 
we fail and fall short, his mercy never runs out. Tomorrow 
is full of promise and our Lord’s unceasing love 

tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ Lƴ ¢ƘŜ [ƛŦŜ hŦ !ƭŘŜǊǎƎŀǘŜ 
                      CƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
 
IŜŀŘ ¦ǎƘŜǊǎΥ   
 
DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ 
 
WŀƴΦ мτ5ƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊō [ȅǘŜǊ 
WŀƴΦ уτ.ƻō ŀƴŘ !ƴƴ .ŜƴŘŜǊ 
WŀƴΦ мрτ[ŜǎƭƛŜ YŀǳũƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ!ƭƛŎŜ wƛǧŜǊ 
WŀƴΦ ннτaŜƭǾƛƴ ŀƴŘ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅ ½ŜƛŘŜǊǎ 
WŀƴΦ нфτ/ƛƴŘȅ aƛƭƭŜǊ 
 
bǳǊǎŜǊȅκ/ǊƛōōŜǊȅ  
 
WŀƴΦ м - 
WŀƴΦ уτbŀƴŎȅ ½ƛƳƳŜǊƳŀƴ 
WŀƴΦ мрτ{ƘƛǊƭŜȅ ½ŜƛŘŜǊǎ 
WŀƴΦ ннτWŜŀƴ /ƻƳǇǘƻƴ 
WŀƴΦ нфτYŀǊŜƴ 9Ǿŀƴǎ 
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IŜŀŘ ¦ǎƘŜǊΥ ¢ŜǊǊƛ ²ŀǘŜǊǎ 
 
 
DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ 
WŀƴΦ м - 
WŀƴΦ уτ/ƘǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪƛŜ IŜƛŘŜƴǊŜƛŎƘ 
WŀƴΦ мрτwŜƴŜŜ 5ƻǿƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
WŀƴΦ ннτ5ƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊō [ȅǘŜǊ 
WŀƴΦ нфτwǳǎǎ ŀƴŘ !Ƴȅ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
 
 
 
 
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ 
 
DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ       aŀǊȅ 5ŜƭŀƴŎŜȅ όпос-нрнлύ 
WǳƴƛƻǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘΥ      wƘƻƴŘŀ aŎ[ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴ  
        όпос-флмуύ 
 
tŀƎŜ н 



Pentecost: The fiftieth day after Easter is the celebration 

of the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the 

Church Universal. We celebrate the Holy Spirit descend-

ing upon the faithful and many persons converting to the 

Christian Faith.  

Season after Pentecost: This can be a bit confusing, 

because just like the season after Epiphany, the season 

after Pentecost is known as Ordinary Time.  During this 

second season of Ordinary Time, churches usually focus 

on the growth of the church as the Body of Christ – a 

community of faith. The season lasts until Advent.  
 
 

 

Jusʠ Oɶʍ H˛ˤʞ 
 

A few months ago, we were challenged to think about 
what would happen if everyone who attended Aldersgate 
on Sunday morning were to spend just one hour a week 
in some form of active ministry.  If every gave just one 
hour, it would be the equivalent of Three full time staff!  
So what will you do with your hour. . . .here are some 
suggestions for what you could do around the church: 
 
In just one hour you could . . . . . Staff the Nursery dur-
ing the other service on Sunday morning. This allows you 
to participate in your preferred service and still gives the 
parents in the other service the needed break.   
(Besides, we hear you say you miss seeing the kids!) 

 
In just one hour you could. . . Visit with one of our 
homebound members.  Let them know that they are 
missed and remembered by the people they’ve wor-
shipped with for many years.  Pastor James would be 
happy to help make those connections. 
 
In just one hour you could. . . . Take some of the extra 
furniture in the garage to Mission Central.   This would 
free up some storage space for us at the church.  (Okay, 
so it might take a bit more than just one hour, but it could 
count for two weeks!) 
 
In just one hour you could. . . Help fold bulletins or the 
newsletter.  Having extra hands can transform a tedious 
task into something more fun.  Call Patsy in the office to 
volunteer. 
 
 
 

Unɩˏrstˉnˍ˔nʐ ˁɯʍ C˓ˤrʫʑ 
Yeˉʞ 

 

The liturgical Church year revolves around and remem-

bers the life of Jesus. Each “season” celebrates a spe-

cific part of Jesus’ life and ministry.  You’ll notice that at 

Aldersgate, while the liturgical calendar does shape our 

year, we do not follow all of its themes strictly.  It is use-

ful however to have an understanding of how the 

Church year is organized. 

The seasons of the liturgical year are as follows: 

Advent: The four week (four Sundays) period prior to 

Christmas spent, not in preparation for Christmas, but 

in preparation for the return of Christ.    

Christmas: The twelve days from December 25, cele-

brating Jesus birth, until the Epiphany, January 6, which 

celebrates the revealing of Jesus to the Gentile nations.   

Epiphany: The twelfth day of Christmas, January 6, 

celebrates the revealing of Jesus as the Christ to the 

Magi (Wise Men.) The season is many times consid-

ered part of the Christmas season.  

Season after Epiphany:   The season after Epiphany 

is also known as Ordinary Epiphany, 2nd Sunday after 

Epiphany, etc.  During this season, churches often fo-

cus on mission, outreach and the early days of Jesus’ 

ministry. This season lasts until Ash Wednesday. Time.   

It’s known as Ordinary time, not because it lacks any 

special days, but because it is counted in ordinal num-

bers:  1st Sunday after 

Lent: The forty days and six Sundays prior to Easter, it 

begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. 

Lent is a time to reflect on Jesus’ great sacrifice and 

prepare for the celebration of his resurrection.    

Easter: This is the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection 

from the dead. The date is determined as the first Sun-

day after the first full moon after the Spring equinox. It 

always falls between March 23 – April 22. There may 

only be 12 days of Christmas but the Easter season 

lasts for 50 days.  
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Food Pantry Sunday is January 8 

 

IŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΗ  !ǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƴŘ 
Řƻǿƴ ƻǳǊ Ƨƻȅƻǳǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ƛƴ Ŭƴŀƴπ
Ŏƛŀƭ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 

ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƴŀƳŜΥ  ά¢ƘŜ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ IŜŀǘ ƻǊ 9ŀǘΗέ  
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǎ ƻǊ ōǳȅ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǝŜǎΦ  
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǇŀŎƪ ŀǿŀȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘπ
Ƴŀǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŬƴƛǎƘ ƻũ ƭŜƊƻǾŜǊǎΦ 
 Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлммΣ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 
ǎŜǊǾŜŘ онф ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нтн ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǝƳŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΗ   ²Ŝ ǘƘŀƴƪ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ 
[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ  CƻƻŘ 5ǊƛǾŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ 
ƭŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅΦ  CƻǊ ƻƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ 
ŦƻƻŘ ǎƘŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǳƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǎƘŜƭǾŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜƳǇǘȅ ![[ ¸9!wΦ  LŦ 
ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ōȅ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ǿŜ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭΦ  

 

Chh5 t!b¢w¸ b995{ Chw W!b¦!w¸Υ 
5L{I {h!t 
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tIhb9 І тмт-пос-фтму  

ADDRESS:  PO Box 44, Mifflintown, PA 17059 
LOCATION:  114 N. Main St, Mifflintown, PA  
HOURS:  Mon 1-4, Tues & Thu 3-6, Sat 10-1  

 
 

 
READERS NEEDED! The PA Council of the Blind is in 

desperate need of readers for their 
radio ministry.  They have an immedi-
ate need for a reader on Thursdays, 

from 10:00ð12:00 noon.  If you can 
help with this need please contact  
Geraldine Zeigler at 436-2746. 

 
 

 

 
THE WESLEY CLASS IS SELLING MAMMOTH PE-
CANS—Cost is $10.25 per bag 
of mammoth halves and $10.00 
for mammoth pieces.  You may 
place your order by contacting 
Connie Saylor at 436-2425; Shirley Zeiders at 436-
2866, Clara Whistler at 436-6567, or any member of the 
Wesley class. 
 

 
 
 

The American Red Cross is holding blood drives in the 
Juniata County area.   
 The need for blood never di-
minishes because blood is a perisha-
ble medicine.  People in your commu-
nity are depending on people like you 
to share the gift of life.   

 
Wednesday, January 11th 

Port Royal Community Building 
1:00 pm ð 7:00 pm 

Fourth Street, Port Royal 
 

Saturday, January 14th  
Tuscarora Valley Elementary School 

9:00 am ð 3:00 pm 
401 Eighth Street, Port Royal 

 
 
Individuals who are in generally good health, are age 
17 or older (in Pennsylvania 16 year olds may donate 
with a signed parental consent form), and weigh at least 
110 pounds may be eligible to donate blood.  Most peo-
ple can safely donate every 56 days.  Donors should 
call 1-866-326-3276 if they have any eligibility ques-
tions.   
 
 
 

THE 2012 FLOWER CALENDAR  is 
on the bulletin board in the Church 
vestibule if you wish to place flowers 
in the Church in honor or memory of 
a loved one.  Donôt forget to sign up 
for 2012! 
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DEAR FRIENDS AT ALDERSGATE—The enclosed 
check represents the completion of my pledge to the 
Land Acquisition/Building Fund.  We are glad to know 
that you are no longer trapped at the corner of Third, but 
can freely dream about more space and room to breathe 
and new facilities to welcome what will be a growing 
community.  Please don’t allow yourselves to be defeat-
ed by present problems.  “God will not delay over those 
who sincerely, continuously pray to Him!” (Luke 18) 
 Love, Charlie and Kathy Stump 
 
TO ALL CROP SUPPORTERS:  By joining together, our 
County walkers and sponsors raised $10,949.00 for the 
CWS/CROP Walk this year.  A great achievement!  
Please mark October 7 on your calendars for the 2012 
CROP Walk.  We hope to see all of you again. 
 The CROP Committee, Graham Fowler, Kathy 
Whitesel and Becky Zeigler 
 
TO MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF ALDERSGATE—
When I contemplate the generous monetary gift and the 
anonymous gifts I found on the piano and organ, I give 
thanks for your kindness and thoughtfulness,  
 Peace, Joy and Love, Mary Ann 
 
THANK YOU TO PASTOR JAMES AND MY CHURCH 
FAMILY for your prayers, cards and phone calls during 
the illness and death of my husband, Bob.  A very spe-
cial thanks to Pat Campbell for her participation in Bob’s 
funeral service.  It was a perfect tribute to Bob.  Also, 
thank you for the wonderful meal prepared and served by 
the Kitchen Committee after the service. 
 In Christian Love, Betty Stimely and Family 
 
I WISH TO THANK THE NUTURE COMMITTEE for the 
lovely Thanksgiving basket and also the Youth for deliv-
ering it.  Thanks also for the cards and pictures from the 
Youth.  I certainly appreciated it.  Everything was lovely 
and good.   
 I also want to thank Kim, Terri and the Youth for 
the lovely Christmas centerpiece that Kim made.  It is 
lovely.  Thank you all, Betty Houtz 
 
I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE CONGREGATION  
for my fruit basket and their prayers.  
   Dorothy Mae Wileman 

 
 
  
 
 
I would like to thank the members of the Paulo 
Class for the beautiful Christmas card, the generous 

gift card, and the beautiful miniature rose plant.   I am 
so blessed to have such a wonderful group of people 
in my class.  I would also like to say thank you to Jean 
and Glenn Compton for the beautiful Christmas card 
and the Weis gift card.   All of you have blessed me 
more than words can say.  I pray that God will richly 
bless each and every one of you this holiday season 

and in the New Year ahead.  
   In Christian love, Mary DeLancey 
 
 
Thanks to those in my Aldersgate family who 
called me, prayed for me, offered best wishes, and 
sent me flowers. Your loving actions made my surgery 
and recovery more tolerable.                                           
    Rich Burkholder 
 
 
I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE CONGREGATION  
for their cards and expressions of sympathy during the 
death of my brother, Darrell Powell.  Thank you to 
Pastor James for conducting the funeral service.  Also, 
thanks to everyone for their cards and visits during my 
resent knee surgery.  A special thank you to the Youth 
Group for their Thanksgiving Cheer Basket.  It was 
very much appreciated. 
                  Sincerely, Fred Powell 

 
Thank You We are always blessed by the generosity 
of the people of Aldersgate during the Holiday season.  
The gifts, cards, food and other remembrances mean 
a lot to us.  We hope that your holiday was as blessed 
as you made ours.  Thank you.   
  Pastor James and Michelle. 
 
THE KITCHEN COMMITTEE WISHES TO THANK 
THE CONGREGATION  for their help and support 

during a recent meal.  To those who donated food, set 
up tables, and the members who helped cook and 
serve the mealéé.Bless you!  Judy Carter, Co-Chair 
 
 
THANK YOU TO THE CONGREGATION   for the 
Christmas gift and to those who brought gifts to the 

Church office.  I am blessed to have your friendship.  
May the New Year bring peace and happiness to all of 
you. 
  In Christian Love, Patsy 
Page 5 



 

The United Methodist Connection  

United Methodists often joke about the many organiza-
tional layers of church life, but, as members of other de-
nominations have been heard to say: “If you want some-
thing done, get the Methodists to do it.” Followers of the 
Wesleys are indeed “methodical” about the ways they 
approach mission and ministry. 
 One reason United Methodists are able to ac-
complish great things is the church’s emphasis on 
“connectionalism.” It is common to hear United Methodist 
leaders speak of the denomination as “the connection.” 
This concept has been central to Methodism from its be-
ginning. 
 The United Methodist Church, which began as a 
movement and a loose network of local societies with a 
mission, has grown into one of the most carefully orga-
nized and largest denominations in the world. The United 
Methodist structure and organization began as a means 
of accomplishing the mission of spreading Scriptural Ho-
liness over the land. John Wesley recognized the need 
for an organized system of communication and account-
ability and developed what he called the “connexion,” 
which was an interlocking system of classes, societies, 
and annual conferences. (UM Member’s Handbook, p 
24) 
 No local church is the total body of Christ. There-
fore, local United Methodist churches are bound together 
by a common mission and common governance that ac-
complish reaching out into the world. United Methodist 
churches and organizations join in mission with each 
other and with other denominations. 
 Connectionalism shows through the clergy ap-
pointment system, through the developing of mission and 
ministry that United Methodists do together, and through 
giving. 
 An example of connectionalism: Mission work 
around the world, whether it be a new university in Africa 
or bicycles for Cuban pastors, is the work of “the connec-
tion,” as opposed to the work of a single congregation. 

From United Methodism 101,  
an online introduction to the UMC. 

6 Reasons to Join a Small Group or  

Sunday School Class 

 
#1)  Relationships: A small group gives you the oppor-
tunity to get to know people at a more intimate lev-
el.  The Sunday morning service is a great opportunity 
to gather with the whole family of God, hear a sermon, 
and engage in corporate worship, but a small group or 
Sunday School class gives you a chance to build deep-
er friendships.  
 
#2) Learning the Word of God: Sunday’s sermon is a 
great time to get a broad teaching of the Word of God. 
However, small groups provide time for one on one dis-
cussion. Your group can provide a time to clarify an-
swers to questions from Sunday’s sermon.  Small 
groups can also cover additional material at a deeper 
level.  
 
#3)  Opportunity to Serve Others: One of the greatest 
joys of being in a small group is the chance to bear oth-
ers burdens, serve their needs, and step out beyond 
your own issues.  
 
#4)  Place to invite friends: A small group is a natural 
place to invite friends and family. Sometimes people 
are more comfortable going to a small group then at-
tending a Sunday morning service.  
 
#5)  Place to Pray and Share your needs: A gathering 
of a few people is a natural environment for prayer. A 
big part of prayer is conservation with God and small 
groups provide the perfect environment for communing 
with God.  
 
#6)  Follow the New Testament pattern: Acts 2:42-47 
gives us a blueprint of what the early church was pas-
sionately committed to. The early Christ Followers gath-
ered in homes, shared meals, read the Word, prayed, 
and worshipped. When you participate in a small group 
you are following the New Testament pattern 
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ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ aŜŀƭǎ ƻƴ 
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CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAY IN JANUARY 
 
 4 Eva Stong 
 5 Elizabeth McCahan 
 6 Joe Price 
 9 Eva Stong 
 11 Alan Woodling 
 12 Gary Ramsey 
 12  Corey Ritter 
 13 JoAnn McWilliams 
 16 Bob Bender, Jr. 
 17 Samantha McNemar 
 18 John Stump, Jr. 
 19 Angie Whistler 
 21 Gwen Dreibelbis 
 22  Sheryl Krebs 
 24 Jennifer Stake 
 24 Danny Snyder 
 24 John Miller 
 27 Nicole Delancey 
 27 Betty Horton 
 30 Jennifer Heikes 
 31 Jessee Bryner 
 
 

Happy Birthday!                                                                                                    
May God Bless you on your special day and in the 

years to come 
 

 
 

 

 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Jan. 12—James and Kelli Lowrey  
Jan. 23—John and Denise Abram 
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Caring for One-Another 
 

It’s difficult to know what to say when someone you know is 
grieving.  Many of the things that come to mind can be more 
hurtful than helpful.  Next month, we’ll look at some helpful 
things to say, but this month we’ll give you 10 things to avoid 
saying to someone who’s grieving. 

òStop Crying, youõre only making it worseó 
It’s normal and healthy to cry.  Expressing emo-

tion, even strongly, is a normal and natural 
reaction to grief 

òLet your emotions out or youõll feel worse later!  
(Itõs also normal NOT to cry.  Everyone 
grieves differently!ó  
 Just because someone doesn’t cry , doesn’t 

mean they are bottling their emotions.) 
  òAt least heõs not suffering anymore.ó   

The grieving person is STILL suffering, even if 
their loved one is not!) 

òYou must be strongó or òGod never gives us 
more than we can handle.ó 
There is nothing wrong with a grieving person 

feeling week or overwhelmed.  
  òGod must have wanted her.ó 

None of us can completely know our understand 
God’s purposes.   Such a statement can set 
up God as an enemy instead of as a source 
of comfort. 

 òDonõt dwell on itó 
It’s normal and helpful for people to talk (even a 
lot) about who or what they’ve lost. 

 òI know exactly how you feel.ó 
No you don’t.  Even if you’ve been through a 
similar situation, you can’t know what’s going 
on within someone else’s heart and mind. 

 òAt least he was old enough to live a full life.ó 
And exactly how old is “old enough?” 

 òYouõre lucky.  At least. . . you have money, he 
didnõt  commit suicide, youõre still youngé
etc. 
Loss is never lucky.  Comparing misfortunes or 

telling someone how it could have been 
worse is rarely helpful. 

 òItõs been. . . 6 months, a year, etcéitõs time to 
move on.ó 
Grief knows no time limits.  There are no dead-

lines.  People must be allowed to grieve in 
their way, on their schedule.   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Rob & Teresa Murphy 
and Family 
 
Donald Myers 
 
Paul Suloff (AR) 
 

2 
Kay Neusbaum 
 
Lois Norris 
 
Jackie Swift (AR) 

3 
Milton and Sue Page 
 
Paulena Parks 
 
Jackie Swartwood 
(AR) 

4 
Donald and Anna 
Marie Peck 
 
Michael Peck 
 
Joe and Heather 
Walton (AR) 

5 
Fred and Waunetah 
Powell 
 
Joe and Jacqueline 
Price 
 
Bertha Wert (AR) 

6 
Carol Ramsey 
 
R. Kim & Donna 
Regester & Family 
 
Mary Ellen Weyadt
(AR) 

7 
Charlie and Pat Reid 
 
Betty Renno 
 
Ron Williams (AR) 

8 
G. Edwin Ritter 
 
Kaylyn Ritter 
 
Patricia Worrall (AR) 

9 
MaryAlice Ritter 
 
Ron and Lisa Ritter 
 
Stanley and Jamesina 
Worrall (AR) 

10 
Lane and Alicia 
Rumberger 
 
Mary Sanders 
 
Wilma Yocum (AR) 

11 
Don and Loma Saner 
 
Dick and Connie  
Saylor 
 
Anna Arnold (AR) 

12 
Carl and Anita  
Schlegel 
 
Shirley Schlegel 
 
Stephen and Margaret 
Arnold (AR) 

13 
Shirley H. Schlegel 
 
Deb & Sam Sheaffer 
 
Roxie, Melvin and 
Floyd Bell (AR) 

14 
Ron and Arlene 
Shearer 
 
Vicki and Paul  
Shellenberger 
 
Deb Bryner (AR) 

15 
Merrill & Carrie Mae 
Shirk 
 
Jean Singer 
 
Richard, Paige and 
Brenda Brown (AR) 

16 
Danny and Patty 
Snyder & Family 
 
Nanette Stake and 
Family 
 
Linda Chronister 

17 
Kevin and Alison 
Stewart 
 
Betty Stimely 
 
Charles and Janet 
Cleck (AR) 

18 
Vicki Stine 
 
John and Pat Stitt 
 
Mary Culbertson (AR) 

19 
Eva Stong 
 
Grace Stuck 
 
Ann Danner (AR) 

20 
John, Jr. & Sandra 
Stump 
 
Jack Stutts 
 
Anna Jean Dunn (AR) 

21 
Kimberly Swartz and 
Family 
 
Jean Swartz 
 
Deb Foster (AR) 

22 
Evelyn Switzer 
 
Jane Switzer 
 
Clyde and Lonna Fultz 
(AR) 

23 
Thelma Switzer 
 
Elsie Tabb 
 
Clair and Eleanor 
Goshorn (AR) 

24 
James Taylor 
 
Sheila Varnes 
 
Pauline Hambright 
(AR) 

25 
Aimee Wagner 
 
Michael Wagner 
 
Steve Gilman (AR) 

26 
Brooks & Margaret 
Walters 
 
Michele Waters & 
Family 
 
Ann Harshbarger (AR) 

27 
Terri and Bryan  
Waters 
 
Bob and Marie  
Watkins 
 
Donald Delancey (AR) 

28 
Greg Watkins 
 
Ron Watkins 
 
James Hart (AR) 

29 
Bob Wert 
 
Donna Watts 
 
Paul and Donna 
Heffner (AR) 

30 
Donald Whistler 
 
James and Clara 
Whistler 
 
Marlene Hillard (AR) 

31 
Keith & Angie Whistler 
& Family 
 
Don and Audy Whitsel 
 
Mandy Kerstetter (AR) 
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January 2012 

Our Church Family Calendar Published for the purpose 

of ľThinking and PrayingĿ for each other 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
 
 
10:30 AMñCombined 
Service (Pork and 
Sauerkraut Meal to 
follow) 

2 
 
7:00 PMñFinance 
Committee 
 

3 
 
7:00 PMñTrustees 
 
7:00 PMñBoy Scouts 
 

4 
 
7:15 PMñChoir 
 

5 
 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
Food Pantry Sunday 
 

9 
 
1:00 PMñKitchen 
Committee 
 
6:30 PMñNurture 
Committee 
 

10 
 
7:00 PMñChurch 
Council 
 
7:00 PMñBoy Scouts 
 

11 
 
6:30 PMñStephen 
Ministry 
 
7:15 PMñChoir 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14   9:00  - Arch Rock 
Food Distribution 
 
1:00  PMñBowling 
 

15 
 
 

16 
7:00 PMñMission 
Committee 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 
7:15 PMñChoir 
 

19 
 
 
 

20 
NEWSLETTER  
DEADLINE 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
7:00 PMñFun and 
Fellowship Committee 
 

25 
 
6:30 PMñStephen 
Ministry 
 
7:15 PMñChoir 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
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2012 



Day  Theme  Read  

1 The Fall of Humanity  Genesis 3:1ï19 

2  A People for God Genesis 28:10ï15; 32:22ï28 

3  The Ten Commandments Exodus 20:1ï17 

4  Sacrifices Required Under Law Leviticus 5:14ï19 

5  Punishments for Sin Under Law Leviticus 20:7ï27 

6  Obedience From Love Deuteronomy 11:13ï21 

7  Cycles of Disobedience Judges 2:10ï19 

8  The People Demand a King 1 Samuel 8 

9  Saul Fails and Is Rejected 1 Samuel 15:17ï23 

10  Many Kings Fail Jeremiah 1ï17 

11 The Sin of the People Ezekiel 20:5ï26 

12  An Eternal King Promised Jeremiah 23:1ï6; Isaiah 9:6ï7; Zechariah 9:9ï10 

13 The Promised King Is Born Luke 2:1ï20 

14  The Word Became Flesh John 1:1ï18 

15  Signs and Miracles of Authority Matthew 9:1ï8; Luke 13:10ï17 

16  Jesus Fulfills the Law Matthew 5:17ï20; Romans 8:1ï4 

17  Jesus Teaches About New Life John 3 

18  Jesus Willingly Taken John 18:1ï11 

19  Jesusô Death and Resurrection Luke 23:44ð24:12 

20  Christ a Sacrifice for All Hebrews 

21 Godôs Wrath Explained Romans 1:18ï32 

22 Godôs Judgment Explained Romans 2:5ï11 

23 Righteousness by Faith Romans 3:9ï26 

24  Life Through Christ Romans 5:12ï21 

25 Life by the Spirit Romans 8:1ï17; Galatians 5:16ï26 

26 Living Sacrifices Romans 12 

27  Walking in the Light 1 John 1ï2 

28  Living for God 1 Peter 1ï11 

29  Love for one Another 1 John 3:11ï24 

30  Promise of Eternity 2 Corinthians 5:1ï10; Revelation 21:1ï4 
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30 Day Bible Reading Plan 
 

Many people make òreading the Bible moreó one of their New Year resolutions.  But on January 1, they sit down to 

open the Bible and theyõre just not sure where to begin.  One of the hardest things about reading the Bible regularly 

can be knowing where to begin or what to read next.  

 

The following 30 day reading plan will help give you an overview of the Bible.  After you finish the plan you will have 

some idea of people, topics or books you want to know more about.       


